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BRITISH MEDIA ADMIT 
GERMAN DIFFICULTIES IN 
RATIFYING MAASTRICHT 


TREATY 


At last news of the German 
non-ratification of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty has appeared in 
the British press. 

The Guardian gave it a full article in 
March but generally the Brit- 
ish media has ignored this 
setback to the Treaty or been 
very superficial - ‘minor 
legal delay’ BBC Radio 4. 
Only the Guardian and 
Financial Times have given 
this development the atten- 
tion it desreves. 

By contrast the German 
media have given the issue 
very serious and penetrating 
attention. The SUD- 
DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
reports the very powerful 
Constitutional Court in 
Karlsruhe will consider seri- 
ously the 20 plus complaints 
submitted against the Treaty. 
It says that there is an 
increase in ‘eurosceptic’ 





opinion among members of the Constitu- 
tional Court. The Court generally interprets 
the German Constitution in favour of de- 
centralisation of powers in Germany. 

The issues likely to concern the Court are 
the considerable transfer of powers from 
both the Lande (States) and the Federal 
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governments to the unelected Euro- 
pean Commission. Secondly the 
Court is aware that power of the 
individual to obtain human rights 
and legal redress is much reduced 
under the European Union than 
under the present German Constitu- 
tion. Thirdly it can see that the 
European Parliament is much 
weaker than the German Federal 
and State parliaments, and most 
other European parliaments. 

The division of powers under the Treaty 
of Maastricht are such that it is most 
unlikely that the European Parliament can 
gain any real increase in power or control 
over the Commission or Council of Minis- 
ters. What most people do not yet realise is 
that there is no Constitution for the Euro- 
pean Union! 


Constitutional Protection 

Ironically these constitutional obstacles to 
ratification of the Maastricht Treaty in 
Germany were incorporated into the Ger- 
man Constitution under the supervision of 
the Allies in 1948. These specified indivi- 
dual and citizen rights, devolution of powers 
to the Lande and the balance of executive 
and legislative powers. 

This was done in a way most likely to 
protect Germany from another takeover by a 
totalitarian dictator. 
These protections may 
yet be the saviour of the 
whole of Europe! 

The Suddeutsche Zei- 
tung also pointed out on 
23rd. Feb. that the 
Maastricht Treaty is 
only an appendix to the 
Treaty of Rome. This 


No less an authority on 
decentralisation than Jacques 
Delors has said the Treaty of 
Maastricht will result in 80% 
of the activities handled by 
National Parliaments becom- 
ing the responsibility of the 





original treaty lays down that all subsequent 
changes to the treaty must be unanimous. 
This means that no opt out clauses are 
permissible. It seems likely that the chosen 
tactic of the pushers of the Union is to 
silence dissidents like Britain and Denmark 
with concessions outside the Maastricht 
Treaty, knowing that later on these can be 
declared unconstitutional. At that point it 
would be extremely difficult for those 
countries to leave the European Union! 

The grass roots movement demanding a 
Constitution for the new Europe is growing 
fast in Germany. It now has groups in 13 of 
the 16 German states. They have been 
joined in this demand by the two biggest 
German political parties, the CDU and the 
Social Democrats. All these groups say that 
we need a European Constitution that states 
exactly what responsibilities and duties lie 
with the centre and what remain with 
governments of 
member states and 
smaller administra- 
tive units. These 
specified constitu- 
tional points. will 
replace the current 
reliance on the very 
questionable _ princi- 
ple of Subsidiarity. 


European Commission. 








They also say a European Union 
Constitution should also include an 


unequivocal Charter of Human 
Rights, Citizen Rights and Associa- 
tion Rights. 


It would seem that here is a 
positive move which all can support. 
A call for a Constitution for the 
European Union is something that 
one hopes that nobody could object 
to, unless they are openly against 
protecting Democracy and Individual 
Rights. 

We are hoping to have a translated copy 
of the document laying out what should be 
included in a Constitution for Europe. I will 
send you a copy as soon as IJ have it. 


NEWS FROM OTHER EURO- 
PEAN COUNTRIES. 


DENMARK 


General media coverage of this says that 
the Referendum on May 18th will deliver a 
YES vote to new _ so-called ‘National 
Compromise’ on the Maastricht Treaty. 

We have a document which gives a 
commentary on each clause showing how 
little is really changed. As mentioned earlier, 
there is the possibility that all concessions to 
individual Member States will be declared 
unconstitutional anyway. 

Even so a recent poll in Denamrk in- 
dicates that support for the Treaty is 
diminishing, with many more Don’t Knows 
and opposition is starting to grow in 
Denmark. The third largest Trade Union has 
recently come out for a NO vote. 

A number of new anti-Maastricht organi- 
sations are being set up as the alliance 
known as the June Movement seems to have 
become rather too cumbersome and _ pro- 
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cedural to be as effective as last time. If you 
wish to help in the Danish NO campaign, 
you may consider dealing with the other 
organisations, as well as the June Move- 
ment. We only have one chance! 


EFTA COUNTRIES 

Recent polls in AUSTRIA and FINLAND 
show that a small majority of the population 
are in favour of joining the European Union 
in some way or other. However these 
countries are just at the beginning of the 
process. Previous patterns show opposition 
starts to grow once the implications of 
joining the political Union become more 
widely known to the population. 

In NORWAY and SWEDEN polls show 
strong majorities against joining the Euro- 
pean Union. In SWITZERLAND the Refer- 
endum of 6th December went against the 
Government which was recommending join- 
ing the European Economic Area, even 
though there was no stated commitment to 
political union at this stage. This will create 
big financial problems for the European 
Union as a substantial contribution to the 
Social Fund for poorer countries was expec- 
ted from Switzerland. 

In all these countries, as well as Denmark 
and Britain, there is considerable Govern- 
ment pressure to join the European Union 


despite strongly expressed reservations by 
large numbers of their populations. The 
Norwegian population has turned down 
joining the E.E.C in referenda on at least 
two previous occasions! 

It may be useful to ask the question “Why 
are the Governments of these EFTA coun- 
tries pushing so hard to join the European 
Union?’ 

The most likely explanation is that the 
politicians in those countries can see what 
will happen if they do not join. They will be 
excluded from their neighbouring markets 
by a high Euro tariff on most or all of their 
exports. Also they may not be able to 
protect their home industries from Euro 
dumping as part of trade deals that work to 
their disadvantage. 

Even though the high price the EFTA 
countries must pay is to accept the full 
Maastricht Treaty with no concessions, they 
judge they have no choice but to pay it. 


The alternative is to be without any 
major independent European trading part- 
ners. Naturally these politicians feel their 
country would be much too marginalised 
and vulnerable if it did not join. 


This Bulletin is produced by the FREE 
EUROPE ASSOCIATION which is working 
for Europe to become a place in which all 
nationalities can live in freedom and coop- 
erative prosperity, and thereby help the rest 
of the world to do the same. 

F.E.A PO BOX 10, BRAMHALL, 

STOCKPORT, SK7 2QF, ENGLAND 


INFORMATION & BULLETINS 


As the situation is developing in Europe 
very fast, we intend to issue regular bulletins 
on the news you are unlikely to find in the 
British media. If you would like to receive 
future issues. please send four first class 
stamps to the above address. 
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